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March 2009 Newsletter
Well I feel like we are full throttle toward spring now. We have a lot of great things in the works and some real exciting things to share. We just became incorporated and have our EIN number. So we are now a legitimate club and plan on being here for years to come. Also a lot of time has been spent on the Web Page and it’s looking real nice if I do say so myself. If you have any suggestions or would like to submit something for the web page please drop me a line, there is a link to me and the other board members on the web page under contacts. 

So what have I missed?

Well if you missed the last meeting you missed a good one. Robert Turpin with Escambia County Marine Resources talked about all of the exciting things happening in the Pensacola area to include 2 new near shore reef permits, one to the West of the USS Massachusetts and another near the Three Barges. These reef permits should be done and available for reefing as soon as March 20th! Also we spoke about several beach snorkel/dive reefs that a either in or being planned for, to include near the Pensacola Beach area, Ft. Pickens area, and two in Navarre. I can’t thank Robert Turpin enough for his wonderful presentation, it was very interesting!
What is coming up?
Well with Spring approaching we have a couple of real great things happening as we make plans to get into the water a little more often.

First, Our next meeting will be a Spearfishing Seminar with Cameron Kirkconnell, 5 time world record holder and Riffe R&D specialist. Cameron will be giving a free overview at our April 7th meeting at the Quality Inn in Gulf Breeze, but the following day (April 8th at 6:30), Cameron will be giving a more detailed seminar for $25.00 payable to the Bay Breeze Dive Shop. This will include full spectrum instruction on equipment, safety, stalking, how to rig a float line and more. There will also be a closed door sale on Spearfishing gear to follow with light h’orderves and beverages provided. And if you want to take it a step further Cameron will be taking a select group on a Spearfishing charter on April 9th where you can earn your Spearfishing (Hunter and collector) specialty card, and learn from the pro in action! Talk to Carlos for more information on this!
Next, is ScubaBoard’s Springfest. We are planning to crash the party and everyone is invited to a fun and exciting time at Vortex Spring on April 24-26. This is always a great time, so plan on bringing out your tent or camper and spend a couple of nights and meet some great divers from around the area.
Finally, We are organizing a beach cleanup and dive at Ft. Pickens on May 16th. We are still in the early stages of planning but need help with the planning. This event will only be open to WFDC members so if you haven’t joined yet, get cracking. All the information on signing up is on our web page under membership!

Thanks, 

Barry Shively

West Florida Dive Club, President
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